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November Meeting

For this meeting we were delighted to welcome a guest participant: Chin from
Lincolnshire  who  would  have  been  unlikely  to  attend  a  live  meeting  at  St
Boniface. On-line meetings do have some advantages: welcome to SCGS, Chin!

The meeting this month was the annual Composer’s Night with the theme being
Beethoven and his contemporaries.  First in front of the camera was Elaine
White playing an Allegro by Giuliani followed by Minuet Op.20 no.12 by Carcassi.
Brian Tait then continued in the same vein with a Divertimento (Op.40 no.6) by
Giuliani and then the Minuet  from Op.25 by Fernando Sor: the composer must
have had fun writing this one with its somewhat comical descending sequence of
chords with acciaccatura grace notes leading to the end of the main section.  

After these contemporaries of Beethoven we next moved to the man himself, as
Tim  Rushworth  played  his  own  arrangement  of  Für  Elise,  a  piece  (officially
Bagatelle in A minor ) well known to piano students. Ironically, it was written for
a  woman named Therese whom Beethoven wanted to  marry,  but  somebody
misread his handwriting. It was not published until around 40 years after the
composer’s  lifetime.  Tim’s  version  incorporated  some  judicious  artificial
harmonics  in  order  to  compensate  for  the  limited  octave span of  the  guitar
compared to the piano.   Chris Thompson also had it in mind to play  Für Elise
(see later) and an interesting discussion on arrangements ensued.

Returning to the contemporaries, Penny Candlin played a  Study in A minor  by
Sor.   Even  the  so-called  ‘easy’  studies  by  that  composer  are  musically
worthwhile  –  and maybe not  all  that easy!  Dave Rawlinson then gave us a
tuneful  Rondo by Carulli  followed by Prelude in E Minor  by Francesco Molino,
an Italian oboist and violinist who was drawn into the fashionable guitar world of
Paris 1820-1835.  It was then a pleasure to welcome our visitor Chin from afar to
take the stage with  first  the plaintive  Una Limosna por  el  Amor  de  Dios  by
Barrios, and then (fully in tune with the evening’s theme) an arrangement of the
Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven. A great contribution to the programme: let us
hope  there  will  be  an opportunity  some time to  welcome Chin  to  a  real-life
Society meeting!

Next up was David Chillingworth, also opting for the Sor Minuet  from op.25.  The
intention was to play it from memory, which unfortunately failed at bar 3, and so
after  a  couple  of  unsuccessful  re-tries  David  regrouped to  attempt  it  later  –
armed with the sheet music.   Instead, Chris Thompson stepped up to play a
different version of  Für Elise  , so Beethoven was indeed getting his money’s



worth this evening.  Regrettably, the Zoom gremlins took exception, and Chris
briefly lost contact with the rest of the meeting, although we could still see and
hear  him.   After  a  few electronic  manoeuvres,  however,  communication  was
restored and all was well.  Martin Slater then played (without mishap) two pieces
by Giuliani: Northern Dances nos.1 and 3  from  Op.14, and he was followed by
Hazel Inskip playing a Sor study: no.8 from Op.35.  An interesting conversation
then followed concerning the high sound quality of Hazel’s input and how to
improve sound quality generally, branching out also to ukuleles and Turner Sims
concerts online.  Finally, having had an opportunity to sneak off to find the sheet
music, David C had another attempt at the Sor Minuet and this time managed to
reach  bar  4  and  through  to  the  end.   This  was  a  long  meeting  with  ten
performers,  and a  very  successful  Composer’s  Night:  many thanks  to  Stuart
Christie for chairing the meeting and, as always, to Denis Gibson for hosting the
Zoom event.

Giuliani’s guitar

A highly ornamented guitar, built by Pons in 1812, once
belonging to Empress Marie-Louise, and then given to 
Mauro Giuliani, was discovered in a London bank in 1998.
Giuliani gave the guitar in 1815 to Christopher de Monte, 
a young English gentleman who was apparently 
the dedicatee of his Concerto, Op. 36.  Alas, de Monte 
died prematurely in 1816 while returning to England, and 
his guitar and belongings were put in a storeroom at 
the bank of Coutts & Co.   For an interesting 
article describing the instrument in detail and discussing 
the events that led to its coming into the possession 
of Christopher de Monte, see
https://www.paulpleijsier.nl/assets/pdf/soundboard_2001.pdf     .

SCGS website

Don’t forget to have a look at and log in to the new, revamped Society website
that Denis has very professionally created:   https://www.scgs-guitar.org.uk/ .

Because of the usual restrictions there will be no Christmas Party this year.

Next meeting:  Wednesday 27 January 2021 at 7.30 pm
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